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The Kirghiz people are a Turkic ethnic group native to Central Asia. They
have a long and rich history, and have been mentioned in Chinese
historical records since the 6th century. In the 18th century, the Qing
dynasty emperor Qianlong commissioned a comprehensive survey of the
empire's territories. This survey, known as the Huangyu tuzhi (Imperial
Atlas of the Qing Dynasty),included a detailed description of the Kirghiz
people.

The Huangyu tuzhi description of the Kirghiz is divided into several
sections, covering their history, culture, and way of life. The first section
provides a brief overview of Kirghiz history, tracing their origins back to the
ancient Xiongnu confederation. The second section describes Kirghiz
culture, including their language, religion, and customs. The third section
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discusses Kirghiz society, including their political organization, social
structure, and economic activities.

The Huangyu tuzhi description of the Kirghiz is a valuable source of
information about this fascinating people. It provides insights into their
history, culture, and way of life during the Qing dynasty. The description is
also illustrated with a number of maps and drawings, which provide a visual
record of Kirghiz life in the 18th century.

History

The Kirghiz people are descended from the ancient Xiongnu confederation,
which ruled over a vast empire in Central Asia from the 3rd century BC to
the 1st century AD. After the collapse of the Xiongnu empire, the Kirghiz
migrated to the Tian Shan mountains, where they established a number of
small kingdoms.

In the 10th century, the Kirghiz were conquered by the Liao dynasty of
China. The Liao ruled over the Kirghiz for over a century, but their rule was
eventually overthrown by the Mongols in the 13th century. The Mongols
incorporated the Kirghiz into their empire, and the Kirghiz served as
auxiliaries in the Mongol armies.

After the collapse of the Mongol empire in the 14th century, the Kirghiz
regained their independence. They established a number of small khanates
in the Tian Shan mountains, and they continued to raid and trade with their
neighbors.

In the 18th century, the Kirghiz were conquered by the Qing dynasty of
China. The Qing ruled over the Kirghiz for over a century, and they



imposed a number of restrictions on their way of life. However, the Kirghiz
eventually regained their independence in the mid-19th century.

Culture

The Kirghiz people have a rich and vibrant culture. Their language is
Kyrgyz, a Turkic language that is closely related to Kazakh and Uzbek. The
Kirghiz are also known for their traditional music, which is often performed
on the komuz, a three-stringed lute.

The Kirghiz are a predominantly Muslim people, but they also retain some
pre-Islamic beliefs and practices. They believe in a number of spirits, and
they often make offerings to them. The Kirghiz also have a strong tradition
of oral storytelling, and they often gather around a fire to listen to epic tales
of heroes and warriors.

The Kirghiz are a nomadic people, and they traditionally live in yurts,
portable felt tents. They raise sheep, goats, and horses, and they rely on
these animals for food, clothing, and shelter. The Kirghiz are also skilled
artisans, and they are known for their beautiful carpets, jewelry, and leather
goods.

Society

Kirghiz society is divided into a number of clans and tribes. Each clan is led
by a chief, and the chiefs meet regularly to discuss matters of importance.
The Kirghiz also have a number of traditional social institutions, such as the
ata-bala, a system of mutual aid and support between families.

The Kirghiz are a patriarchal society, and men hold most positions of power
and authority. However, women also play an important role in society, and



they are responsible for raising children and managing the household.

The Kirghiz are a proud and independent people, and they have a strong
sense of national identity. They have a long and rich history, and they have
made significant contributions to the culture and history of Central Asia.

The Huangyu tuzhi description of the Kirghiz people is a valuable source of
information about this fascinating people. It provides insights into their
history, culture, and way of life during the Qing dynasty. The description is
also illustrated with a number of maps and drawings, which provide a visual
record of Kirghiz life in the 18th century.

The Kirghiz people have a long and rich history, and they have made
significant contributions to the culture and history of Central Asia. They are
a proud and independent people, and they have a strong sense of national
identity.
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