
Colourise Monochrome Photographs in Adobe
Photoshop: The Ultimate Guide
Monochrome photographs have a timeless appeal, but sometimes you may
want to add a splash of colour to bring them to life. Colourising
monochrome photographs can be a challenging task, but with the right
techniques and tools, it can be done with stunning results. In this
comprehensive guide, we'll take you through the step-by-step process of
colourizing monochrome photographs in Adobe Photoshop, making it easy
for even beginners to achieve professional-looking results.
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Step 1: Prepare Your Image

Before you start colourizing your photograph, it's important to prepare the
image. This involves converting it to a compatible format and adjusting the
brightness and contrast to ensure the best possible results.
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1. Convert to RGB: Monochrome photographs are typically saved in
grayscale format. To colourize them, you'll need to convert them to
RGB (Red, Green, Blue) mode. Go to Image > Mode > RGB Colour.

2. Adjust Brightness and Contrast: The brightness and contrast of your
image can affect the quality of the colourization. Adjust them using the
Levels or Curves tools (Image > Adjustments) to ensure that the image
has a good range of tones.

Step 2: Choose Your Colour Palette

The next step is to choose a colour palette for your photograph. This will
determine the overall mood and atmosphere of the image. Consider the
subject matter, the time period and your own personal style when selecting
your colours.

You can create a custom colour palette using the Color Swatches panel
(Window > Color Swatches) or select from one of Photoshop's built-in
colour swatches. If you're unsure which colours to use, try experimenting
with different combinations until you find one that you like.

Step 3: Start Colourising

Now it's time to start colourizing your photograph. There are several
different techniques you can use, but the most common is to use the Brush
or Gradient tools.

1. Brush Tool: The Brush tool allows you to paint colour directly onto
your image. Select the Brush tool (B) and choose a brush size and
hardness that suits your needs. Start painting over the areas you want
to colour, using your selected colour palette.



2. Gradient Tool: The Gradient tool creates a smooth transition between
two or more colours. Select the Gradient tool (G) and choose a
gradient that you like. Drag the gradient over the area you want to
colourize, making sure to blend the colours smoothly.

Step 4: Layer and Blend

To achieve realistic results, it's important to layer and blend your colours.
This will help to create depth and dimension in your image.

To create a new layer, click on the "New Layer" icon in the Layers panel
(Window > Layers). You can then paint or apply gradients on this new layer,
using different colours and opacities to achieve the desired effect.

Step 5: Refine and Adjust

Once you've applied your colours, you may want to refine and adjust them
to improve the overall look of your image. Here are a few tips:

1. Adjust Hue, Saturation and Lightness: Use the
Hue/Saturation/Lightness tool (Image > Adjustments > Hue/Saturation)
to fine-tune the colours in your image. Adjust the hue to change the
colour, the saturation to make it more or less intense, and the lightness
to make it brighter or darker.

2. Use Layer Masks: Layer masks allow you to selectively edit parts of
your image without affecting the rest. Add a layer mask to your colour
layer (Layer > Layer Mask > Reveal All) and use a soft brush to paint
over the areas you want to edit.

3. Add Shadows and Highlights: Shadows and highlights can help to
create depth and realism in your image. Use the Dodge and Burn tools



(Image > Adjustments > Dodge/Burn) to paint in highlights and
shadows as needed.

Colourising monochrome photographs can be a rewarding and
transformative process. By following the steps outlined in this guide, you
can achieve stunning results and bring your old photographs to life. With a
little practice and patience, you'll be able to create beautiful and realistic
colourisations that will impress your friends and family.

If you're looking for an in-depth guide to colourizing monochrome
photographs in Adobe Photoshop, I highly recommend the book "Colourise
Monochrome Photographs Adobe Photoshop Adobe Photoshop Made
Easy" by Mark Galer. This book provides comprehensive instructions, tips
and tricks for achieving professional-looking results.

Get the Book
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