
Gustave Moreau: 122 Masterpieces Annotated
Gustave Moreau (1826-1898) was a French artist known for his enigmatic
and imaginative paintings that explored themes of mythology, religion, and
symbolism. This article presents a selection of 122 of his masterpieces,
each accompanied by detailed annotations that provide insights into their
iconography, composition, and artistic significance.

Symbolism and Imagination

Moreau's art is characterized by its rich symbolism and vivid imagination.
He drew inspiration from ancient myths, religious texts, and literary works,
creating paintings that are filled with allegorical figures, elaborate
costumes, and complex narratives. In his masterpiece "Orpheus" (1865),for
example, the mythical musician is depicted as a solitary figure surrounded
by a chorus of animals, symbolizing his transformative power through
music.
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Distinctive Style

Moreau's paintings are also known for their distinctive style. He employed a
muted color palette and a linear, decorative approach that emphasizes the
flatness of the picture plane. His figures are often elongated and ethereal,
with expressive faces and gestures. In "Salome Dancing Before Herod"
(1876),the seductive dancer is depicted with an ambiguous smile, her body
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adorned with intricate jewelry, reflecting Moreau's fascination with the
decadent and erotic.

Gustave Moreau, Salome Dancing Before Herod, 1876
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The following is a selection of 122 annotated masterpieces by Gustave
Moreau:

Orpheus (1865): Moreau's interpretation of the mythical musician,
depicted as a solitary figure surrounded by animals, symbolizing his
transformative power through music.

Salome Dancing Before Herod (1876): A seductive dancer with an
ambiguous smile, her body adorned with intricate jewelry, reflecting
Moreau's fascination with the decadent and erotic.

The Apparition (1874-1876): A mysterious woman appears to a group
of shepherds, her ethereal presence suggesting a connection between
the natural and supernatural realms.

Hercules and the Hydra (1875): A heroic struggle between the
demigod Hercules and the multi-headed Hydra, symbolizing the
triumph of good over evil.

The UNICORN (1885): A majestic unicorn stands in a forest, its horn
penetrating a maiden's heart, representing the mystical and symbolic
nature of love.

Jupiter and Semele (1895): The god Jupiter embraces the mortal
woman Semele, who is consumed by his divine fire, illustrating the
dangers of divine love.

The Chimera (1880): A mythological creature composed of a lion, a
goat, and a serpent, representing the destructive power of nature.

The Sphinx (1864): A mysterious and enigmatic creature with the
head of a woman and the body of a lion, symbolizing the secrets and
wisdom of the ancient world.



The Death of Orpheus (1865): Orpheus's body lies dismembered, his
head surrounded by grieving animals, representing the tragic end of
the mythical musician.

The Dance of the Salome (1876-1877): A vibrant and sensual
depiction of Salome's dance before Herod, capturing the allure and
danger of the seductive woman.

The Apparition of the Virgin (1875): A celestial vision of the Virgin
Mary appearing to a group of shepherds, symbolizing the divine and
protective nature of the Virgin.

The Dream of Jacob (1885): A mystical representation of Jacob's
dream of a ladder reaching from earth to heaven, symbolizing the
connection between the mortal and divine realms.

The Martyrdom of Saint Sebastian (1857): A dramatic and moving
depiction of the martyrdom of Saint Sebastian, pierced by arrows and
tied to a tree, symbolizing the triumph of faith over adversity.

The Phaeton (1878): The mythological Phaeton falls from the sky after
his reckless attempt to drive the sun chariot, symbolizing the dangers
of hubris and ambition.

Gustave Moreau's art is a testament to the power of imagination and
symbolism. His enigmatic and distinctive style has captivated viewers for
generations, inviting them to explore the depths of mythology, religion, and
the human experience. This collection of 122 annotated masterpieces
provides a comprehensive overview of Moreau's remarkable artistic
journey, offering a glimpse into the mind of one of the most significant
figures of 19th century art.
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