
Historic Unionville Village In The City: A
Journey Through Time

Unveiling a Timeless Heritage

Nestled within the bustling metropolis of Markham is a hidden gem that
transports visitors back in time. Historic Unionville Village is a living
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testament to the region's rich past, a vibrant tapestry woven with tales of
pioneers, prosperity, and community spirit.
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Step through the village gates and be greeted by a picturesque streetscape
that evokes an era of bygone elegance. Majestic trees line cobblestone
streets, framing an array of charming shops, historic homes, and quaint
gardens. With each turn, you'll encounter a captivating glimpse into the
village's fascinating past.

The Birth of a Village

The story of Unionville Village begins in the mid-19th century, during the
golden age of Ontario's rural expansion. In 1820, Mahlon Burwash, a
prominent Quaker farmer from Pennsylvania, acquired 334 acres of land in
the area, envisioning a thriving settlement.

Burwash's vision materialized in 1834 when the village of Unionville was
officially established. Named in honor of the Act of Union that merged
Upper and Lower Canada in 1841, the village quickly became a hub of
commerce and industry.
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Flourishing Industry and Community

The fertile soil surrounding Unionville Village proved ideal for farming, and
the village soon became a prosperous agricultural center. Farmers
cultivated wheat, oats, and other grains, while orchards flourished with
apples, pears, and peaches.

Unionville's strategic location at the crossroads of two major roads further
fueled its growth. By the 1850s, the village boasted a bustling flour mill, a
blacksmith shop, a sawmill, and numerous other businesses.

Beyond its economic prosperity, Unionville Village fostered a strong sense
of community. Its early settlers established churches, schools, and a town
hall, creating a vibrant social fabric that has endured to this day.

Preserving a Legacy

As the 19th century drew to a close, Unionville Village faced the inevitable
march of progress. In 1976, the Town of Markham recognized the historical
significance of the village and designated it as a Heritage Conservation
District.

This visionary decision ensured that Historic Unionville Village would be
preserved for generations to come. Today, the village is a living museum
that showcases the architectural styles, traditions, and everyday life of the
Victorian era.

A Tapestry of Historic Buildings

Strolling through the village, visitors are greeted by an impressive array of
historic buildings that have been meticulously restored. The stately



Unionville Baptist Church, constructed in 1849, stands as a testament to
the faith and perseverance of early settlers.

The quaint log cabin built by Mahlon Burwash in the 1820s offers a glimpse
into the humble beginnings of the village. The Unionville General Store,
established in 1855, transports visitors back in time with its original
counters, shelves, and merchandise.

Vibrant Village Life

Beyond its historical structures, Historic Unionville Village is a vibrant
community that continues to embrace its heritage. The village is home to
numerous artisans, crafters, and merchants whose shops are filled with
unique handmade goods.

Throughout the year, the village hosts a variety of events that celebrate its
rich past and foster a sense of community. These include annual festivals,
farmers' markets, holiday celebrations, and historical reenactments.

A Gateway to History and Heritage

Historic Unionville Village In The City is a captivating book that invites
readers to delve into the fascinating history and charming ambiance of this
unique destination. Through captivating storytelling, evocative photographs,
and detailed historical accounts, this book brings the village's past vividly to
life.

For history buffs, architecture enthusiasts, and anyone seeking a respite
from the hustle and bustle of modern life, Historic Unionville Village In The
City offers an unparalleled journey through time. Step into its pages and



discover the enchanting story of a village where history and heritage
continue to thrive.

Free Download your copy today and embark on a captivating journey into
the past.
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How to Be Creative in Textile Art: A
Comprehensive Guide for Beginners and
Experienced Artists
Textile art is a versatile and expressive medium that offers endless
possibilities for creativity. Whether you're new to textile art or an...
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Master the Art of Grilling with "The BBQ Sauces
Cookbook"
Are you tired of the same old boring BBQ sauces? Do you crave
something new and exciting to tantalize your taste buds at your next
backyard grilling party? If...
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