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Cleveland Sellers Jr. was born in rural Alabama in 1932. He grew up in a
sharecropping family and witnessed firsthand the racism and discrimination
that was rampant in the South. As a young man, Sellers became involved
in the civil rights movement. He joined the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC) and quickly rose through the ranks, becoming one of
the organization's most prominent leaders.

Sellers was a key figure in the Freedom Rides of 1961, which challenged
segregation on interstate buses. He was also a leading organizer of the
Selma to Montgomery march in 1965, which helped to secure passage of
the Voting Rights Act.
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Throughout his life, Sellers faced countless threats, arrests, and beatings.
But he never wavered in his commitment to nonviolence and the belief that
all people are created equal. In 1968, Sellers was shot and seriously
wounded by a white supremacist. But he survived and continued to work
for justice and equality.

Cleveland Sellers Jr. is a true American hero. His story is an inspiration to
all who believe in the power of nonviolence and the importance of fighting
for justice and equality.

Early Life and Education

Cleveland Sellers Jr. was born on January 25, 1932, in Hurtsboro,
Alabama. His parents, Cleveland Sellers Sr. and Annie Bell Sellers, were
sharecroppers. Sellers grew up in a poor and segregated community. He
attended segregated schools and was often subjected to racism and
discrimination.

Despite the challenges he faced, Sellers was a bright and ambitious
student. He graduated from high school in 1950 and went on to attend
Talladega College, a historically black college in Alabama. At Talladega,
Sellers became involved in the civil rights movement. He joined the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and quickly rose through the
ranks.

SNCC and the Civil Rights Movement

SNCC was founded in 1960 by a group of college students who were
committed to fighting for civil rights through nonviolent means. Sellers
quickly became one of the organization's most prominent leaders. He was



a gifted organizer and strategist, and he played a key role in many of the
major civil rights campaigns of the 1960s.

In 1961, Sellers was a key figure in the Freedom Rides. The Freedom
Rides were a series of bus trips organized by SNCC to challenge
segregation on interstate buses. The Freedom Riders faced violent
opposition from white supremacists, but they refused to be deterred.
Sellers was arrested and jailed several times during the Freedom Rides,
but he continued to work for justice and equality.

In 1965, Sellers was a leading organizer of the Selma to Montgomery
march. The Selma to Montgomery march was a 54-mile march from Selma,
Alabama, to the state capital of Montgomery. The march was organized to
protest the denial of voting rights to black citizens in Alabama. The
marchers were met with violent opposition from state troopers and local
police, but they eventually reached Montgomery and helped to secure
passage of the Voting Rights Act.

Later Life and Legacy

After the Selma to Montgomery march, Sellers continued to work for civil
rights and social justice. He served as the executive director of the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) from 1968 to 1973. He
also founded the Cleveland Sellers Jr. Foundation, which provides
scholarships to students who are committed to social justice.

Sellers died on March 14, 2011, at the age of 79. He was a true American
hero, and his legacy will continue to inspire generations to come.



Cleveland Sellers Jr. was a courageous and determined civil rights leader
who dedicated his life to fighting for justice and equality. He faced countless
threats, arrests, and beatings, but he never wavered in his commitment to
nonviolence and the belief that all people are created equal. Sellers' story is
an inspiration to all who believe in the power of nonviolence and the
importance of fighting for justice and equality.
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