
The Hall Mills Murder Case: A True Crime
Classic
The Hall Mills Murder Case is one of the most famous unsolved murder
cases in American history. The case involved the brutal murders of the
Reverend Edward Wheeler Hall and his choir singer, Eleanor Mills, in New
Brunswick, New Jersey, in 1922. The case was sensationalized by the
media and the public, and it has been the subject of numerous books,
articles, and documentaries.
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The murders occurred on September 16, 1922, in the parsonage of the
First Presbyterian Church in New Brunswick. Hall and Mills were both
found dead in the parsonage basement, with multiple gunshot wounds to
the head. The murders were particularly gruesome, and the crime scene
was described as "a slaughterhouse." There were no witnesses to the
murders, and the police were unable to find any evidence of a motive. The
case remains unsolved to this day.
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The Hall Mills Murder Case has been the subject of much speculation and
debate over the years. There have been numerous theories about who
committed the murders, but none of them have ever been proven. Some
people believe that the murders were committed by a jealous lover, while
others believe that they were committed by a group of criminals. There
have even been some people who believe that the murders were
committed by the Ku Klux Klan.

The Hall Mills Murder Case is a fascinating and complex case that has
captivated the American public for nearly a century. The case is a reminder
of the darkness that can lurk beneath the surface of even the most ordinary
communities. It is also a reminder of the power of the media to shape
public opinion. The Hall Mills Murder Case is a true crime classic that will
continue to be debated and discussed for years to come.

The Victims

The Reverend Edward Wheeler Hall was born in 1873 in New York City. He
was the son of a Presbyterian minister, and he followed in his father's
footsteps by becoming a minister himself. Hall was a popular and well-
respected minister, and he was known for his progressive views on social
issues. He was also a strong advocate for women's rights.

Eleanor Mills was born in 1886 in New Brunswick, New Jersey. She was
the daughter of a wealthy family, and she was educated at a private school.
Mills was a talented singer, and she was a member of the choir at the First
Presbyterian Church in New Brunswick. She was also a popular figure in
the community, and she was known for her beauty and her charm.



Hall and Mills began an affair in 1921. The affair was scandalous, and it
caused a great deal of gossip in the community. However, Hall and Mills
continued to see each other in secret. On September 16, 1922, Hall and
Mills were found dead in the parsonage of the First Presbyterian Church.
They had both been shot multiple times in the head.

The Investigation

The police investigation into the Hall Mills Murder Case was one of the
most extensive and expensive in New Jersey history. The police
interviewed hundreds of witnesses, and they followed up on numerous
leads. However, the police were unable to find any evidence of a motive for
the murders. They were also unable to identify any suspects.

The case was eventually closed in 1929, but it was reopened in 1930 after
new evidence was discovered. The new evidence included a letter that was
allegedly written by Hall to Mills. The letter contained incriminating
information about Hall, and it led the police to believe that he had murdered
Mills. However, the letter was later proved to be a forgery, and the case
was closed again.

Theories

There have been numerous theories about who committed the Hall Mills
murders. Some people believe that the murders were committed by a
jealous lover. Others believe that they were committed by a group of
criminals. There have even been some people who believe that the
murders were committed by the Ku Klux Klan.

One of the most popular theories is that the murders were committed by
James Cannon, Jr., a wealthy businessman who was romantically involved



with Mills. Cannon was a suspect in the murders from the beginning, but he
was never charged with a crime. Cannon died in 1972, and his involvement
in the case remains a mystery.

Another popular theory is that the murders were committed by members of
the Ku Klux Klan. The Klan was a white supremacist organization that was
active in New Jersey in the 1920s. Some people believe that the Klan
murdered Hall and Mills because they were interracial lovers. However,
there is no evidence to support this theory.

Legacy

The Hall Mills Murder Case is one of the most famous unsolved murder
cases in American history. The case is a reminder of the darkness that can
lurk beneath the surface of even the most ordinary communities. It is also a
reminder of the power of the media to shape public opinion. The Hall Mills
Murder Case is a true crime classic that will continue to be debated and
discussed for years to come.
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